Essential Dates

Wednesday 7th Nov Social evening at the Round Hill,
From Bpm
Monday 12th Nov Annual General Mesting of The

Hound Hill Sociaty. Downs Infant
School, Ditchling Road, 7pm.

Wednesday 5th Dec Social evening al the Round Hill,
From B.00pm
Thursday 20th Dec Carol singing procession, followed by

mince pies & mulled wina - mora info
in next newsletter, out early Dec.

Here is your membership card. You can cut it out, but f is better to
keep il on the newsletter where you won'l lose it - why don'l you put
ihe whole newsletier on your fridge or noticeboand?

You may need to show this card &l any RHS avenl
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We're late, we're late...

for o vary important date, no tima to
say goodbye, hadlo, we'n late, we're
late, wo'ra lata...

First up then, many spologles lor the
later arrivad ol his newslallar, which
should have mads ils appearanca in
Eeplembar, bul {otwioushy anough) did-
n'l. Thara |5 a kong and Irankly impras-
sive lsl of very good excusas kor this,
bul | won'l bore you with them - afler
all, you probably have ves o ba gal-
firg on withi, don'l you?

| musl admill thad I'd have assumad 1hal
vz ona cul there would aven nofice, lel

alonn ba remolsy bolhared, whathar or
nicxt B Rownd Hil Haporar comes out
on schedule, bul apparently there have
bean enguires - I's nice 1o know you
care...

Armpwray, read on lor delalls of Tha
upcaning AHS AGM, a repor on our
lowvely summar gamden party and anolh-
ar on tha first local wikdifle suréay.

And the good news lor thosa ol you
walling an tha adga o your seals (|
know, | Know = you'ma so nol) s thal, as
this issue |5 5o lale, Il won'l be long
until the ned one is dus...

You want to speak to the committee ?

Chair Rob Stephenson 51 Upper Lewes Road 87351

Tresxsarer Marian Gerrett 77 Princes Crescent BEE00Y
Secrelary Wivien Posvell 66 Hichmond Road 276386
Wice-chalr David Hodd 17 Round Hill Crescenl &01018
Membership dan Curry 58 Richmond Road GO1320
Secrelary

Minutes Secrelary  Coletle Blackel B Round Hill Crescent 634811

Nowsladier Editor Amanda Evans B Balton Road 278646
IMembar without Denisa ENiot 80 Richmond Road Baaz18
Portfodio

Membar wilhoud Ray Knight 93 Princes Crascan 681965
Podifolio

Mamber without Suzia Sharp &7 Princes Road BE2240
Porfalic

Happy 2nd birthday , RHS

AHS Annual General Meeting

The Roundhill Society will celebrate
It's second birthday in Novembsar -
and a birthday means it's Annual
General Mesling tima again. The
AGM will be held at Downs Infant
School in Ditckling Soad on Mon
Movember 12th at 7pm and wa
Nopa o 588 &% many members
there as possible. David Hodd will
give a talk on urban wikdlife, and
you'll be able 1o sea the pictures
Vivien ook at the garden party,

Commiltee elections

Most members ol the commities
have baan nominatad fof re-alec-
ban, but it you think you or someone
you know could do a better job, than
get nominating! There are also a

couple of vacancies, Tha vanious
commites posks are lsted on the
right, Mormally we require noming-
Bons o Da in, in watng, some limao
befara the AGM, but as this issie of
the nawslaltor is out so lale we're
bending the rules to allow nomina-
fhors at the AGM Hself - wa look for-
ward {0 seeing you thars..

Chglr Haob Stzphansan)
Vice Chalr (Vacant)
Traazurar {Manan Gerratt)

Sacratary {Wiclan Powell)
Mambarship Sscretany. (Jan Curmy)
Minules Secrelary [Colstie Blackett)
Wewsletter Editer  (Amanda Evans)

Mambar without portlolla (Denme
Elsaii]

Member vithoul portlalis  (Suzia
Sharp}

Member without portfolio (Vacant)

History Group News

Brighton Books

The exciting nows from the history
Qroap i thal preliminany discussions
nave bean Mhedd with Brghion Books
ragardireg the publication of & book
on the Aounad Hill area.

Joint venture

Brighton Books already have much
information about the area and iA's

past, as do our history group and
the book, if it goes ahead, would be
likely to be a joinl veniura under
some sort of profit shars ArfAnge-
mant.

More news next Issue

Meetings are continuing and we
hope to be able to &l you more in
thi next issue ol tha Reporer,
which is due out in Decambar



Rooflights & planning permission update

Amanda Evans Srings us the [ates! news on e Ssue of planning permisson lor
roof Nights on front slopes

You may remember that in the last
lgsue ol the Round Hill Reporier
Rob Stephenson wrole a piece lisl-
ing the problams one rasident plan-
ning & loft conversion was having in
obtaining permission for a front roo!
light.

Extreme Interprétation

Rob wondersd whather the recent
changes in planning permission
requirements for the area - with
which the Round Hill Scciety and iis
members broadly agreed - were
balng intarpreted in @ more extremes
way than anyons had expecied.

Loft conversions scuppered

One worry was that the blanket
rizlusal of ront roof lights was liKaly
to scupper most 1oft conversion
applicalions, since thay are 1ha
common way of meeting what many
pacpla belleva ara tha lina regula-
fion requirements. Rob hneshed his
arficle by inviting comments from
other AHS members.

Roger Barker

Since than, thera are twio bats of
news 1o repart on the subject,
Firstly, one mamber who did write 1o
comment on Rob's piece was local
architect Roger Barker. Roger point-

ad cut that we (and marny ather lay
people, | suspect) were misundar-
standing the fire regulations inthink-
ing that the only alternative 1o front
rood Hghts as a fire axit is to pul
walls around all.the internal stair-
cases in the houss, ruining old ban-
nisters ats, Actually, the walls men-
ticred in the regulations ana simply
the ariginal intarmal walls of the
house -a% long as thera s a wall
and a closing door batwean the
reams and the staicases, the house
is considerad 1o have an adequate
firg axit. The only houses, theralore,
that actually need a front roofiight
ara thase that have been previously
alterad intamally so that the stair-
case and hallway have bacome part
ol tha lving araa,

Planning Guidance change

It this applies to you and you are
ane of those who wowld shill need a
rooflight in order 1o sabisky fire regu-
lations, dom't worry - there's sl
hopa! The second piece of news on
this is that a recent meeting of the
Conservation Area Advisory Group -
which | atandad as a representative
of the RHS - approved a suggesiad
change in the wording ol the
Supplementary Planning Guidanca
Mote (SPG) that applies to roof

lights The suggeslion was o
change the wording from “In
Conservallon areas...roof lights
will not bo accepted...whoera thay
will be visible from the street” to
“In Consorvation Areas...roof
lights...will only be accepted in
exceptional cases, ie: Where they

would have no adverse visual
impact at street level..”

Whilst this is a small change, it doas
saem 1o offer skghtly mora Rexibility
in planning decisions than the previ-
ous wording - which can anly be a
good thing.

Traffic survey news

¥ivlen Powell raparis on he resilts of Bhe capncgils recent guesticnnaire an the
propozal o class Aafmand Road

You will no doubl have recaived
your questionnalres from the counci
about the proposed close of
Richmond Road to try and stop rat-
running through the area.

Good response, iricky result

The good naws i that the respanse
was axcellernt, comparad with other
questionnaire=-typa survays. Over
0% ol Round Hill residents
responded - over 300 households,
The bad news is thal the rasponse
was split virlually SOS0, with scme
very vehamenthy against the idea
and some equaly vehemenily for it

So, what next?

The council's traffic department has
proposed &8 meeting with local coun-
cillors and representalives of th
Round Hill area to discuss the silua-
fion, Hopefully, thera'll be someathing
o report, one way or the othar, at
the AGM on Movember 12th.

A couple of points

In the meantime, in view of some of
the comments madea on the ques-
tionnaires, | would ks to point oul
two things:

1) The idea for this proposal came
from & member of the council, not
from amy mamber of thae Rourd Hill
Soclety or i's commities. Tha
Scciety was involved In the consul-
lation process only fo deliver the
guestionnaires and it should be
noted that ot all members ol the
commities are in favour of the pro-
posal. Howewver

21 It must ba borna in mind that
this is our only chance for at least
10 years of gettng amy kind of raffic
calming at all. The counci has tha
moray NOW 1o spend on this - if we
turn it down, we will go back 10 the
walting list as a low priorty area for
traffic calming.



A wild past -

David Hodd muzes on Round Hll's past as an area rdeh i wildlile and flls us n en

and future?

a survey carnad oul by some Round Bl kicks iy he SLrmImer, ..

5o whal do we know of the wildiile
habitats at Round Hill over the
years? Well in one small hill we had
g microcosm of the whole South
Downs landscape - sheep down and
arabla,

Chalk downland

Balore tha Round Hill Eslale was
constructed from the early 1860',
Aound Hill was part of the Downs,
The steaper east side (Richmond
Ad and Round Hill Crescent) was
probably chalk downland like that at
Whitehawk Hill, or Bevendean
Down. As Brighlon expanded, part
of this slope was planted as an
orchard, This still survives near the
‘cal creep. The gentier west side
(west of the windmill, down 1o
Beaconsfield Villas) was in facl a
"laing” - common arable ground not
dissimilar to allotments - lor a8 long
time.

40 plants per square metre

In terms of wildiife, Chalk Downland
I& tha richest habital lor plant life in
Europe - a5 many as 40 plants in a
square metre of i, The messy
organic laines would have had plen-
bty of cormnfield weeds, and rough
palches in which small mammals
could shelter. Bird life would have
been very diversa too. Mot only
would we have sean Piplts and
Skylarks, but thera would have

been Comcrakes, and perhaps the
Stone Curlaw and Great Bustard -
birds which today few of us have
heard of.

Any survivors?

What wa don't really know is if thare
is anything left of this wildlife rich
past. In Bevendean, many people’s
gardens are sbill homea to the chalk
downland plants that the estale was
buiil on in the 1850, But for 140
years In Round Hill cur gardens
have been the only place for
wildiife. Can there really be any sur-
vivors from 140 years of changing
garden fashions? MNature is tena-
chous, and even if there ks little
which has survived there is every
reason fo bekeve that with the right
care in our gardens, we can invite
wildlife back in.

Tha hunt for eritters

Although we haven't yet astablished
what plant survivors { if any) there
are from the past, some local chil-
dren did get together during the
summer holldays to see just how
many living beasties they could find
in one large garden in Princes
Road. This survey was carried oul
in August by seven kids, who stan-
ed by making a list of what had
already been found in the garden
recently. They then spent a long-
summer altemoon setling pit fall

Just ane of the &3 different crealures - which inciuded foads, Comman
Newls, Hawker Dragonflies, Humnmingbird Hawkmoths, Frogs and Rufous
Grasshoppers - thal were found during the wildife survey at 57 Princes Rd

fraps and runining a&rcund with
sweep nets and poolers. Two enthu-
slastic amateurs armed with wildlife
guides were on hand to help idantify
the creatures found. Amazingly, they
found 63 different creatures an that
day, many of them minbeasts.

More surveys to come

The Round Hill Society are planning
e map these findings, conduct more
such sunveys next summer and
gradually build a clear plcture of just
what is wild in Round Hill. For this
we need more kids (with suparvising
parents) to join in during the 2002
Summer Holldays. We also want 1o
know what wildiife you have seen in
the area - birds, foxes, hedgehogs
toads, whatever - drop me a letier
(or e-mail david.hodd @bigwig.nat)
with & list of the wildlife you have
sean in your garden, when you last
saw them and whaiher they are or

T

were nesting in the area.

What you can do to help encour-
age wildlife In Round Hill:
Put a pond in your gardan
Have a wildfiowar meadaw in
part of your garden
Mewar use chamicals to cantrol
pasts
Dent have a cat
Pul up nest boxes
Feed birds through the winter
Don't have a tidy garden
Grow a variety of flowers espe
cially nectar rich ones.

Having read the list you might be
sceplical about why you would even
want to have wildife in your gardan.
The answer is simple - without It
Found HIl would be sterile and bor-
ing. The only way 1o stop the area
becoming lifeless = for some of us
to spare some spaca in our gardens
for wildlife.



Lovely jubbly, beer & bubbly...

The RHS gardan carly in e swnmer wits @ groal SUccess. with many members
furrung we 13 anpgy wine and sirewbarras in e sunshine, Wanarn armrel repons

|
i |

P

A couple of residents pond-gazing in Jan's beautiful garden

The members garden party took place

on 4 beautiful summer's day in lata
Jung and many lhanks are due o
Denise (& Ken) and Jan (& FAushy)
who opened thelr large gardens on
Richmond Hoad for us all to enjoy.

Mew friends and ald

Maary 40 mambérship households
came along to eal fresh strawberries
and drnk chilled fizzy wine or beer, |1
Wik a wonderful occasion to make
new Iriends locally and talk al lelsure
o old ones. The raffle proved very
popular with prizes donated by mem-

bars and by local and city businesses.

[=-)

Flanters

Found Hill planiers were on sale and
Can now be seen brighlaning many
doarsteps - there are a Tew lefl, 50 i
you'd ke to buy cng, pleasa saa tha
natice an page 11

Future party plans

Luring the day, ideas wera put for-
ward for future members avents,
nclucing another garden party maxi
summar! There was also telk of
anciher streat party, Your deas ara
walcoma - contact any commites
mambar. In the meantime, now thai

.and Jan (husband Rusty Is on the jefi)

waTe gelling ready lor winter, don't
fargal our music and mince pie &
mublled wine event on Decembar 201h
- lull details of imes, mesting point
glc will be in the next issue.

More garden party pholo's
I you'd like 1o see moee of Yivien's
lovely pictures of the avent, you cam
da so al the AGM an November 12th
- 508 page 3 for mone details



E
Announcements

h

A warm wealcome lo a rew Bound Hill rigrat - this litthe boauty Is Monica
Margarel Gates, who was born on the Sth of Sy,
Her parents are Peter & Jo and the family live in Richmaond Boad.

Jlﬂ CUFF"' 1 r'.:'ﬂll'f' 5 a8 litlla bt af IMrsaE Ciy par-

adise, 50 very well dona Jan!

...and the bad

We have two pieces of news aboul
Jan (piciurad on page 9 who as
some of you will know s membar
ship secratary of tha Found Hil

SOcleny

The secand piece of news is that
while chasing alter a lvely grand

. child in the alorementioned award
Here's the good news... winining garden. Jan slipped an
Tha first is that she has won the some wel leaves and broke both of
wildlile garden section of the
trighton In Bloom compatition again
wilh her stunning plot in Rehmond
|Fcad. Those who came to the
membears gardan party in the sum
mar will nave segn itin all 1's glony

et wrists,
Gel well soon

a1l sur sympathies -::-: io botl dan

and husband Rusty, whall have 1o

wadl on her hand and ool unti

she's out of plaster

The Round Hill Noticeboard

Wanted

Malura raliabde parson o clean and iron
for basy famibly in Princes Crescant
4 hours par waek, limes and pay
nagotinble
Conlacl Panny Daniman 620 001
af panvydonman & acd com

Ancieni tree on The Round HilT?

Soveral years ago | was in Berlin
whara | saw strests lined wilh whal
| think of as a rare trea - ha GIRKo.
Retuming to Brighton | was pass-
ing the junction of Crescent Road
and Princes Crescent when | saw
a Ginko leal on the pavement, |
never discovered wherea it came
from, bul have assumed thal i
must be a local tree - does anyone
have any informatien on its where-
abouts? Please let me know il so
on 873511 or robs @ pavilion.co, uk

Reund HIll Planters

There are just & large planters
ball, they are aboutl 2 long by
10" widea and desp (60cm x
25om x 25cm) and | wan! them
ol al iy spare roognl At £2
pach they're a bargain, 50
pleass lake one or mora and
sawve ma from plantor surlell.,
Call Flob on 673 511

Babysitter Avallable

16 yoars oM,
gxperienced wilh babies,
basic firsi-aid,
£3.50 par howr
Call Vanossa
GAS DO

Advertising Rates

The Round Hill Soclaty welcome local companies interested in advertising

in the Reporier. Here are ha rales:
Cuarter Paga £S5
Hall Page E10
Full Pagea 20

To advariise
contact Amanda Evans

on 278 648



